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ORNITHOLIDAYS TOUR TO SRI LANKA 

Teardrop of the Indian Ocean 

16 to 30 January 2007 

 

A Personal Diary 

 

Tuesday 16 January 

The Sri Lankan Airlines desk opened at 1830 and soon Dick and Sally had arrived, followed shortly after by Jonty. 

Peter and Sandra were ahead of us all and, following their flight from Belfast, had gone through to the Departure 

Lounge. Our small and select group was complete! 

 

The flight was a little late in leaving; we were airborne at 2200 and ahead we had a night flight of 10 hours taking 

us to the beautiful island of Sri Lanka.  

 

Wednesday 17 January 
The view of long sandy beaches and coconut palms greeted us as we made our approach to the capital Colombo. 

We touched down at 1340 local time and were soon in the queue for Immigration. After collecting our luggage we 

entered the Arrivals Hall where Deepal, our local specialist birding guide, was waiting for us – without doubt, we 

had the best birder in Sri Lanka accompanying the tour.  

 

The bus arrived and took us to our first hotel, which was close to the airport. Deepal introduced our driver, Janaka 

and his helper Nilantha; they also would be with us for the duration of the trip. 

 

After checking-in and freshening up we met for a walk around the lush gardens of the hotel. This gave us our first 

introduction to the birds. A Shikra, a small Accipiter, shot across the sky whilst we watched a Black-rumped 

Flameback, a very colourful woodpecker, hammering a coconut palm. We found a superb Forest Wagtail, which 

had come across a moth larva to devour, at the edge of the lawn. This bird can be decidedly difficult to find and, 

only last month, I had tried to find this species without luck in southwest India.  

 

Alongside the buildings a Water Monitor, more than two metres long and looking like a small dragon, took little 

notice of us, walking away at his own pace. We were later to find that this was a relatively small one! The water's 

edge had pond herons and a few egrets together with Little Cormorants. A flight of Blue-tailed Bee-eaters passed 

overhead whilst we watched a Brown-headed Barbet, through the scope, as it gave its monotonous call. A pair of 

Koel was seen and then we heard the raucous call a Stork-billed Kingfisher (what a bill!), which appeared to order 

on the electricity wires. It hadn't been too bad a walk! 

 

We met again for dinner; a very nice buffet was on offer with plenty to satisfy the vegetarians in the group! 

 

Thursday 18 January 

After our buffet breakfast at 0715 we left for Kitulgala. The drive took us past rice paddies then a steady climb to 

the areas of rubber plantations. We stopped a few times on the journey. Ashy Woodswallows sallied from the wires 

chasing insects and, our first endemic, Ceylon Swallow. Prolonged views of Blue-tailed Bee-eaters at another stop, 

brought the cameras into action, and an imposing Crested Serpent-Eagle sat motionless on top of an electricity 

pole. 

 

Late morning, we arrived at the hotel and after checking-in to our rooms we ate lunch (our first of the staple 

curries, varying from mild to ‘quite spicy’). This hotel was the base for the filming of the award-winning film ‘The 

Bridge on the River Kwai’, except in reality the river is the Kelani. The balcony had a nice view, overlooking the 

river to the forest beyond. Dick found us another endemic, Yellow-fronted Barbet, which was joined by a lively 

group of Legge's Flowerpeckers – the males looking particularly smart with their steel-blue upperparts, white 

throats and lemon yellow underparts. 

 

Our afternoon was to be spent in the rainforest and to get there meant using an outrigger canoe to cross the river 

where we then waded ashore. We had been warned there might be some leeches and Deepal did a roaring trade in 
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selling us ‘leech socks’ for the princely sum of 300 rupees. This walk had a determined purpose…. to see the owl 

that Deepal had described, new to science, in 2004. We walked through a small village, remarkable that their only 

access was the river crossing. 

 

Deepal disappeared into the forest whilst we strolled along birding. Deepal and I had agreed to meet at a given 

point where he appeared smiling and looking pleased. I assumed he had found one of the owls at roost but firstly 

we needed to prepare everyone on how we were to approach this owl, silence was paramount. 

 

We went through the undergrowth to see a small ginger-coloured bird perched within a tangle of twigs. It was at 

eyelevel, which I didn't expect. One of the owl’s eyes glared at us, watching our every move, the other half-closed. 

We had seen a very special bird, the Serendib Scops-Owl! 

 

Remarkably, only 10 metres away from the owl, and again at eyelevel, we found a pair of Ceylon Frogmouths. 

These are truly weird birds - related to nightjars they are nocturnal, have cryptic plumage and are large-headed 

with an enormous gape. They are sexually dimorphic also, the male being grey in colour and the female rufous. We 

had seen two of the terrific specialities that we had hoped for on this tour. 

 

We got two more bonus birds under the belt as we walked back. Deepal heard the song of a Spot-winged Thrush 

and as we searched we saw a movement in the leaf litter. It wasn't the thrush it was a pitta! It was in the back yard 

of a village bungalow. Quite a ‘garden bird’! These can be difficult also, but this Indian Pitta hopped merrily about 

in full view. It wasn't long before the thrush started to sing once more and this time we saw him, perched on a 

bough in full song. This is a member of the enigmatic Zoothera genus - I hope we track down more of his kind 

over the coming weeks.  

 

Fantastic birds today, so we headed back to the 'ferry', very pleased with ourselves, to cross the river to the hotel. 

We met for dinner an hour later, after which the day's birdlog was called, some excellent entries! 

 

Friday 19 January 

Breakfast had been pre-booked last night and we were in the restaurant by 0630. We walked down to the canoe 

again, needing to wade at knee level to get aboard. It was early morning and the bird activity around the small 

village was non-stop. A Brown-breasted Flycatcher was inconspicuous in the dappled light of the forest but a noisy 

Banded Bay Cuckoo was much easier, found sitting on top of a dead tree.  

 

Deepal played the tape for Green-billed Coucal. This bird tends to be slow to react, taking its time to approach 

through the thick vegetation. We did see it, but essentially in stages of head one moment, body the next, and then a 

few minutes later a tail would be visible. This skulking endemic can be difficult to see. 

 

Just along the track the birds were making plenty of commotion, which drew our attention to a Chestnut-backed 

Owlet being scolded and mobbed. Sandra and Peter were soon onto another, no doubt its mate. Our walk was along 

the same trails as yesterday. Deepal was intent on finding a bird party, a feeding group, moving through the 

rainforest.  It can take some time but when it happens the birds can come thick and fast – in amongst the flock was 

Ceylon Scimitar-Babbler, Ceylon Rufous Babblers and two woodpeckers, Lesser Yellownape and the endemic 

Crimson-backed Woodpecker. 

 

Two Ceylon Spurfowls were making a racket. They were very noisy and calling close to the track but seeing these 

shy birds is not easy. We tried the tape playback and the birds approached, calling on and off for half-hour, but one 

has to be patient, very still and quiet. The birds passed through the vegetation but were unfortunately seen by the 

leaders only. We shall try again for this species. 

 

We returned to the hotel for lunch and offered two options for the afternoon. Deepal would take Jonty back to the 

forest and I would lead a relaxed bird walk around the hotel grounds, in essence a leisurely look at the garden 

birds. 

 

Deepal did find a pair of trogons but the spurfowl were just as difficult as this morning, even coming so close as to 

hear the leaf litter being disturbed… but still they were not seen by Jonty. Those at the hotel had great views of a 

male Loten's Sunbirds feeding on the blossoms and close views of both Pale-billed and Legge's Flowerpeckers. 

These gave Dick and Peter some good photographic moments. A number of Brown-headed and Yellow-fronted 
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Barbets were in the front garden where a fruiting tree was especially good for birds, even attracting a pair of 

Ceylon Grey Hornbills found by Sandra. 

 

It was late afternoon when we had tea served on the balcony, a relaxing end to the day’s birding. We met again for 

dinner, then called the birdlog and discussed our move tomorrow to Ratnapura.  

 

Saturday 20 January 

Our morning walk, before breakfast, was around the hotel gardens where the barbets were in the same tree, still 

gorging on the fruit, and a Brown Shrike perched sentinel on the same branch as yesterday. A Spot-winged Thrush 

appeared all too briefly, but couldn't be relocated and didn't react to the playback. 

 

We left and started the journey towards Ratnapura. We stopped for a few of the large raptors, now active in the sun 

and the resultant thermals – Oriental Honey-buzzard, Shikra, a fine Black Eagle and at one stop there were four 

Crested Serpent-Eagles and a Crested Hawk-Eagle together. At a roadside stall we tried the refreshing king 

coconuts before moving on again.  

 

On the outskirts of a small village we pulled in to look at a roost of Indian Fruit Bats, better known as Flying 

Foxes. Many were using their wings as fans and it must have been extremely hot for them in the glaring sun.  We 

arrived at our hotel at midday and went to lunch straight away. Deepal told us the whole story behind his finding of 

the new owl species. It started with him hearing an unknown call in 1995 to seeing a bird six years later in 2001. 

The fieldwork, mostly at night, was to estimate numbers and to research as much as possible. The scientific paper, 

co-authored with Pamela Rasmussen of Michigan State University Museum, was published in 2004. It is a shame 

that his notable find has been affected by cynicism and envy by some in Sri Lanka. 

 

We took a walk late afternoon, close to the hotel yet adding new species to our growing birdlist. A White-browed 

Fantail danced around a wooden gate for us, we saw a beautiful Asian Paradise Flycatcher resplendent with his 

long flowing tail, and another endemic, Ceylon Small Barbet, was scoped excavating a hole. The distinct two-note 

whistle of an Indian Pitta came from the tea plantation alongside the hotel. 

 

We retired early; tomorrow we would need to be away in the early hours. 

 

Sunday 21 January 

We had an early start this morning with coffee and tea served for us at 0445. We left the hotel on schedule at 0500 

for the long drive to Sinharaja. Most of the group dozed on the journey. As we drove through the town of 

Ratnapura there were tens of thousands of swallows roosting on the electricity wires. None of us had ever seen so 

many together - they were huddled and jam-packed along all the wires! 

 

Deepal and myself had heard that a very rare bird had been in Sinharaja. We were unsure if it was still there and 

were planning to search for it during the afternoon. However it was the weekend and the reserve had many visitors 

today. We chatted and thought it prudent to try for this bird now, in the early morning, before other visitors might 

disturb it. It was a Ceylon Bay Owl. This is a rare species. Deepal had seen it only three times before (all at night, 

in a torch beam) and our park guide had never seen the species before (he had been at the park for 12 years and had 

papers published on Ceylon Frogmouth, so knew the forest at night). 

 

We were told there was a short stretch of forest where the owl had roosted for the last three nights and it took only 

moments for Jonty to locate it. We had superb views of this endangered species as the cover photograph shows. 

 

We boarded a four-wheel drive that took us further into the forest to the inner second entrance from where we 

walked. A Besra Sparrowhawk was seen displaying - this forest species tends to soar only when the breeding 

season is underway. Deepal showed us a Black-naped Monarch, a dazzling blue flycatcher, sitting on a nest. 

Dynamic Brown-throated Needletails shot over the forest ridges as fast as bullets. 

 

It was very quiet indeed in the rainforest and we needed to find a feeding flock that would hold the numerous 

species we were seeking. One was heard, too distant. We heard some birds giving alarm calls and found another 

Chestnut-backed Owlet staring back at us. 
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At our packed lunch spot, three Ceylon Blue Magpies chased each other through the trees. A Mountain Hawk-

Eagle drifted overhead and, later, a male Ceylon Junglefowl strutted through the edge of the camp. Thandulo, our 

park guide, had found a Ceylon Scaly Thrush but it was difficult to see well, typical of these forest-loving 

Zoothera, and the best we did was four views of the bird in flight. 

 

As we walked back along the track we connected at last with a feeding group. This contained hundreds of birds. 

Raucous Ceylon Rufous Babblers were the front-runners, and there were at least 80 of these, followed by furtive 

Ashy-headed Laughingthrushes at low level, gorgeous Malabar Trogons in the mid-level and gigantic Red-faced 

Malkoas in the upper foliage! It was impressive as one moment there was nothing, and the next total activity all 

around us. 

 

We finished the day with another Sri Lankan species, the Ceylon Hill Myna. We could hear the birds calling across 

the valley and then they were in the scope, calling and perched on the dead branches of distant trees. We arrived 

back at the hotel at 1930. It had been a long day when we went for dinner. Tomorrow, another forest was to be 

visited, so we needed to be up early once more. 

 

Monday 22 January 

Breakfast was at 0600, before daybreak. We had succeeded with all the key species of Sinharaja yesterday and 

decided that we needn't travel back there today. Another rainforest could be visited instead, at Gilimale. 

 

The drive took an hour from the hotel. There was a wide track leading from the main road through the forest to a 

small village. Within moments we had a new bird in view - Brown-capped Babbler. We walked down to the village 

where we vetoed crossing the river, as we found the large boulders were very slippery and unsteady. 

  

Close to the village a spurfowl began calling and we waited inside the forest for some time, staying still and trying 

playback to bring the pair into view, but it didn't work. We had been very close to three pairs now and this was our 

last chance for this endemic rainforest species. On our return we had tremendous views of a male Malabar Trogon 

that posed for us for some minutes. The female also appeared but stayed mostly hidden from view. 

 

We drove to our hotel for lunch and had a short siesta in the afternoon, some of the group taking a dip in the 

swimming pool. At 1800 we met again for an 'owl prowl'. Deepal took us along a small track skirting the tea 

plantation. Indian Fruit Bats were flying over, looking large and impressive with their powered flight. Very soon a 

Jerdon's Nightjar was flying past us also - it was a good view of this bird as there was still some light, and this 

crepuscular species was awake early. 

 

Further along the trail we played the tape for Indian Scops Owl and the bird appeared to order, calling back even 

with the spotlight on it. Two further Jerdon's called from alongside the road but were further away and didn't 

respond to the tape. We tried playback of Brown Hawk Owl also, but there was no response. 

 

Tuesday 23 January  

A later start this morning, as we had to transfer to Embilipitiya. We were travelling from the Wet Zone into the Dry 

Zone and the drive was to take about three hours due to the narrow winding roads. We stopped a couple of times, 

once for the sight of four Black Eagles soaring together. Our hotel was at the edge of a large ‘tank’ (the name used 

in Sri Lanka for a freshwater reservoir) and on arrival, whilst sipping our welcoming fruit juice, we watched as a 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle hunted for fish. Distant Spot-billed Pelicans looked massive. 

 

After lunch we drove to Uda Walawe National Park and boarded the jeep. It was a pleasant afternoon drive through 

the savannah and stopping for various birds, and of course elephant, for which this park is famous. I was hoping to 

see one of the few tuskers. In Indian Elephants these occur in less than 8% of animals. We found some young 

bulls, but without tusks.  

 

New birds came thick and fast in this grassland; as expected four species of prinia, three different munias, and 

good views of Blyth’s Pipits and Jerdon’s Bushlarks. The migrant Grey-bellied Cuckoos seemed very common. A 

lone female Pallid Harrier did a flypast whilst Black-winged Kites hovered to drop onto prey below. As we drove 

to the exit gate boisterous flocks of parakeets containing three species, Rose-ringed, Alexandrine and Plum-headed, 

were flying to roost. 
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Wednesday 24 January 

After breakfast, served at 0600, we left the hotel to drive southeast to Tissamaharama, thankfully often just called 

Tissa. We found a Blue-faced Malkoha in roadside bushes – a good one, as Deepal and myself thought we might 

have to visit a known site for this.   

 

We stopped at a large tank where there were the usual herons and egrets but also jacanas and terns. A surprise find 

were two Watercocks, both though in winter plumage and not as usually portrayed in the field guides. Repeating 

myself I know, but this is another that can be difficult to track down in Asia. We walked along the roadside verge 

seeing Blyth's Pipits and Tricoloured Munias whilst White-winged Black and Whiskered Terns cruised by. 

 

Our second stop was at an area of brackish water where there were a few waders including Marsh Sandpipers and 

Black-winged Stilts. A Yellow Bittern was scoped but disappeared quickly into the sedge. On the far side of the 

pool was a flock of Great Thick-knee, a bizarre looking bird with its huge deep upturned bill.  

 

We checked-in to our hotel and had a short break after lunch. It was too hot to go birding and we agreed to meet 

again at 1545. The bus took us to another tank, where we spent time with the many waterbirds. A Black Bittern 

lifted from close to us, but a singing Indian Reed Warbler simply wouldn't come out from dense cover. We took a 

trail through the village gardens to one of Deepal's stakeouts. A Brown Fish Owl was at roost in a palm; owl 

species number five for this trip! The local children knew of the owl but a few rupees changed hands to ensure it 

wouldn’t be disturbed. 

 

We tried for another bird, White-naped Woodpecker, but Deepal pointed out that its favourite tree had been felled 

since his last visit. They are fond of coconut groves and we'll try elsewhere for this bird tomorrow. 

 

Thursday 25 January 

Today's excursion took us to Bundala National Park. On the way we stopped at two flooded areas to check the 

waders present. Many were recognizable from back home - Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint, Redshank, Greenshank 

but the Marsh Sandpipers and Lesser Sandplovers gave it a more eastern flavour. A most obliging Shikra was seen 

on the ground tearing and devouring prey, then to perch for some time to have its photo taken.  

 

At the entrance to the reserve was a huge gathering of Open-billed Storks, certainly more than 1,000, and a sight I 

had not seen before. At the park headquarters we boarded our pre-arranged jeep that would take us along the dirt 

tracks. Just after starting we had to stop for a Star Tortoise that had decided to cross from one side to the other. 

Waterbirds were abundant with storks, egrets and waders in profusion. The scrubby areas held many birds that, by 

now, we were getting used to seeing and identifying but a Ceylon Woodshrike was a new endemic and Chestnut-

headed Bee-eater was handsome and much admired. 

 

We ate lunch at the hotel and visited another tank in the afternoon where Indian Reed Warblers were singing but 

difficult to see, most keeping low from the wind. Flocks of hundreds of Garganey and Pintail lifted from water in 

the distance. 

 

A nearby coconut grove looked perfect for White-naped Woodpecker and we weren't wrong. We found a striking 

female, which remained perched for minutes clinging to the palm tree. We tried the tank once more and this time 

we had flight views of the warbler. A Crested Hawk-Eagle started to call from a large tree close to the roadside and 

we found it to be building a nest. In the scope we had super views of this impressive raptor, complete with its long 

crest blowing in the breeze. 

 

Friday 26 January 

Another tank was visited this morning where Indian Stone-curlew was the highlight. These are a close relative to 

our stone-curlew and were recently split. They are very similar, though to my eye the bill may be thinner and the 

legs looked a much paler straw colour. Six species of tern were flying over the water and perching on some fallen 

trees and we had the opportunity for a workshop on the identification of these winter-plumaged birds.  

 

Next, we drove to a further tank where we walked a path along its edge. Two White-naped Woodpeckers flew over 

the water to land conveniently in view on an exposed tree bough. After searching for this species yesterday they 

had now come to us! There were hundreds of jacanas on this lily-filled tank and the petite Cotton Teals were well 

liked.  
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After an early lunch we departed for Yala National Park. There had been heavy rain a few days back and we had 

heard that the main entrance road was flooded and impassable. There was a different route but it was to take us 

longer. At an agreed meeting point a jeep met our bus, then led the way to the reception area. We transferred and 

headed into the park. The track was in a bad way in places, the floods had left deep ruts some filled with water or 

gooey mud. We bounced along, often sliding in the tracks, but we made it! 

 

Inside the park the rain started again. It became heavy, after that a continuous drizzle. The birds were soaking wet 

and many of the woodland species kept to cover. With no songs or calls it was difficult to locate these birds. The 

compensation was the water birds; we found a Black-necked Stork and a new wader for us, Pacific Golden Plover.  

 

We drove to a rocky corner within the park and I commented to Jonty ‘looks ideal for a leopard’ when we came 

across a traffic jam of jeeps – there had been a leopard only moments before! It was frankly chaotic, the jeeps 

revving, reversing, moving and just so much noise. We decided to leave as we had concern about driving the tracks 

in the dark. As we left the alarm call of a Sambar rang out….the leopard was still there somewhere….  

 

On the return drive a Baya Weaver was seen attending to its downward-hanging domed nest and a tiny Barred 

Buttonquail flew across the front of the vehicle, though seen by all. As we changed vehicles Deepal heard an 

Indian Little Nightjar. We soon had one in flight and another was seen sitting on the road ahead of us. We returned 

to the hotel for dinner and the daily log call. 

 

Saturday 27 January 

A long drive this morning would take us from Tissa to Nuwara Eliya, a journey time of about six hours. As we left 

Tissa a couple of Indian Stone-curlews were close to the road, and a little further on two stocky Woolly-necked 

Storks were in a paddy field. 

 

Soon the hills appeared and the bus began climbing steadily. Along the slopes an Oriental Honey-buzzard, then a 

Black Eagle glided over, surveying the territory. We passed scenic waterfalls to arrive in the town of Ella where we 

pulled into the Grand Hotel for a cup of tea. They had a balcony with a view over the valley below. 

 

Deepal took a phone call that said a Brown Wood Owl was back at a regular roost site. This bird had deserted his 

favoured trees some time ago so the news was good to hear. To see this bird we needed to walk into the wood 

where it was slippery, with a couple of small slopes to negotiate. Also we needed to be quiet. The owl was seen 

through the scope, though it was well aware of our presence. It began raining hard and the slog back to the road 

was muddy underfoot, through the wet undergrowth. We arrived back at the bus somewhat bedraggled. 

 

We arrived in Nuwara Eliya, and went straight to lunch after checking-in. We had a fine bird to look for this 

afternoon, which could be found in the local park - this was a stakeout for Pied Ground Thrush. In the corner of the 

park, under a covering of branches where it was quite dim, we saw a movement…it was an Indian Pitta. Then, a 

female thrush which was followed by a female Indian Robin, all tricky species of the dark and shady forest floor. 

We waited awhile before the male thrush turned up. It was a striking black and white ground thrush, here in typical 

habitat. 

 

It was raining again as we headed back to the hotel. We planned an early departure tomorrow so sat for dinner at 

1930. 

 

Sunday 28 January 

I had warned of an early start, and we gathered in reception at 0430! We needed to leave at this time to travel to 

Horton Plains and to be inside the park at first light, important for the special birds of the hills. The drive took one-

and-quarter hours. We raised the park staff from their beds (!), completed the paperwork, and drove to 'the pond', 

an acclaimed birding spot. 

 

Almost as soon as we had got off the bus the birding was intense. First bird a Dusky Blue Flycatcher, followed 

quickly by a stunning male Kashmir Flycatcher – this little gem breeds in the northwest Himalayas migrating to 

winter only in the Western Ghats and Sri Lanka’s highlands. A high-pitched whistle had us turning quickly, a 

Ceylon Whistling-Thrush. It appeared black in the poor light but, as we kept with it, the light improved and the 
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iridescence and glistening blue shoulder patches became visible. A skulking Sri Lanka Bush-Warbler was not so 

considerate as it crept through the bushes, though with some patience all saw it well. 

 

Cloud drifted across the road, the visibility changing as the sun glinted one moment, and the mist then blanketed 

the area once more. This was the first time that the jumpers and fleeces really were needed.  

 

We found a mixed feeding flock containing Ceylon White-eyes and, as we returned for our packed breakfast, saw 

the whistling thrush once more, this time calling from inside a bush at only 12 feet distance – really mind-blowing 

views of this critically endangered species! 

 

After our packed breakfast we walked the road once more but the main activity had died down. The wind had 

increased and the cloud came and went. We opted to try lower down the hill and boarded the bus. Yellow-eared 

Bulbul, another colourful bird, crashed around the bushes whilst dainty Grey-headed Canary-flycatchers shot out 

from lookouts to catch insects. It had been a great morning that ended with Pied Bushchats and Hill Swallows at 

the lower grasslands, and Sally did well to spot an Indian Blackbird. Back at the hotel we had time to shower and 

refresh before lunch.  

 

We still had more birding in store for the afternoon. We focused on two species, one was seen successfully, the 

other was not, nor responded to playback. The two birds were Ceylon Scaly Thrush and Slaty-legged Crake.…we 

saw the thrush. 

 

Our walk took us from the bus downhill through woodland. Deepal tried the tape of the thrush in three places 

before we had a response. We waited and, sure enough, the thrush hopped into view. It was dark inside the forest 

so the views were brief and often poor, but the amount of times the bird was seen meant that overall we did pretty 

well for these shy and skulking jobs (and yes, it’s another Zoothera!) 

 

We had been in the field for something like 12 hours today - a long day but very successful for the special birds of 

Sri Lanka's hills.  

 

Monday 29 January 

We left Nuwara Eliya and headed towards the city of Kandy, our route taking us through the hill country. It had 

rained overnight but this morning was bright and clear, the scenery lovely with clouds hanging over the tea fields. 

Here and there, the Tamil tea-pickers in bright saris could be seen, dotted over the hillsides. 

 

We stopped at a tea factory for a short tour. The guide escorted us around the old colonial buildings housing dated 

machinery and explained the process from the picking to the saleable leaves. The tour ended with a serving in their 

cafeteria. 

 

We arrived at the busy city of Kandy, the hustle and bustle very different to where we had just left. After lunch we 

visited the botanical gardens of Peradenyia. We found quickly a key bird here, the Lesser Hill-Myna. The walk 

gave us birds we hadn't seen for some days, like Ceylon Barbet, Orange Minivet, Ceylon Hanging-Parrot and 

Ceylon Swallow. The loud rising call of Common Hawk Cuckoo led us to two confiding birds, seen to be feeding 

on moths. 

 

We returned to the hotel in Kandy, some of the group opting for the visit to the Temple of the Tooth late afternoon. 

It is an important shrine for Buddhists as it holds the sacred tooth relic of Lord Buddha, though this is housed in a 

golden casket and to see the casket a queue of pilgrims had built up - we made a joint decision not to wait, what 

would have been more than an hour, for this.  

 

Tonight was our farewell dinner. We reminisced about the tour, and chatted about this wonderful country with 

memorable birds. Whilst enjoying dinner we enjoyed some wine, courtesy of Ornitholidays, and ended the evening 

with the birdlog.  

 

Tuesday 30 January  

We loaded the luggage after breakfast and set off for the three hour run to the airport at Colombo. The last birds of 

this tour included many we were now familiar with – the egrets, a few Openbills, Yellow-billed Bulbuls. At one 
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village we passed a massive roost of fruit bats, there must have been more than 10,000 in number, hanging from 

every branch in a long line of trees. 

 

At the airport we said farewell to Deepal and our driver and assistant. The airline’s check-in desks opened shortly 

after we arrived though the check-in was slow compounded by many passengers transferring to our flight from an 

Emirates booking. 

 

We took off on time at 1315, the journey time to London was to take 11½ hours, and we were in London at 1950. 

At the baggage carousel we said our goodbyes to each other, all that remained was the journey to our homes. 
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Itinerary and Weather 

16 January  Departed London Heathrow for Colombo, Sri Lanka.  

 

17 January p.m Arrival Colombo. Transfer to hotel. Garden walk 

Hot 32°C 

 

18 January a.m Drove to Kitulgala   p.m Rainforest walk 

Hot and humid 30°C 

 

19 January a.m Rainforest walk   p.m Optional rainforest walk or garden walk 

Hot and humid 30°C 

 

20 January a.m Drove to Ratnapura   p.m Garden walk 

Hot 32°C 

 

21 January Sinharaja Rainforest Reserve 

Hot 30°C 

 

22 January a.m Gilimale Forest   late p.m ‘Owl prowl’ 

Hot 30°C 

 

23 January a.m Drove to Embilipitiya   p.m Uda Walawe National Park 

Hot 32°C 

 

24 January a.m Drove to Tissamaharama   p.m Local ‘tank’ 

Hot 32°C 

 

25 January a.m Bundala National Park   p.m Local ‘tanks’ to Tissa 

Hot 30°C 

 

26 January a.m local tanks   p.m Yala National Park 

Very warm, cloudy, rain later 27°C 

 

27 January a.m Drove to Nuwara Eliya   p.m local park 

Cloudy becoming warm, rain in the hills, some heavy 21°C 

 

28 January a.m Horton Plains   p.m local woodland 

Morning – windy, cloudy 9°C 

Afternoon – light rain 18°C 

 

29 January a.m Drove to Kandy   p.m Peradenyia Botanical Gardens 

Very warm, overcast 27°C 

 

30 January a.m Drove to airport on Colombo 

p.m Departed Colombo, Sri Lanka for London Heathrow. Arrival London 

Colombo - Bright and very warm 25°C 
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CHECKLIST OF BIRDS SEEN DURING TOUR 

 

Max no of days 

seen or heard 

 

Maximum 14 

h = heard only 

 

 

 

Location 

 

              C = Colombo 

              K = Kitulgala 

              R = Ratnapura, Sinharaja and Gilimale 

              U = Uda Walawe and Embelipitiya 

              T = Tissamaharama, Bundala and Yala NP  

              N = Nuwara Eliya and Horton Plains 

              Ka = Kandy 

              J = Journeys 

 

Abundance scale 

Maximum seen 

(on one day) 

               1 = 1-4 

               2 = 5-9 

               3 = 10-99 

               4 = 100-999 

               5 = 1,000-9,999 

               6 = 10,000+ 

 

 

The English names and taxonomic order in this list follows Rasmussen & Anderton “Birds of South Asia: The Ripley Guide” 

(2005). These may differ slightly from those in Harrison “A Field Guide to the Birds of Sri Lanka”(1999), Grimmett, Inskipp 

& Inskipp “Birds of the Indian Subcontinent”(1998) and Kazmierczak “A Field Guide to the Birds of the Indian 

Subcontinent” (2000). The name changes (*) are noted at the end of the list. Endemic species are shown in BOLD type and in 

most cases those with endemic subspecies have the trinomial name detailed. 

  

SPECIES 
No of days 

recorded 

Location Abundance 

Scale 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

 

Little Grebe  3      T   J 3 Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Spot-billed Pelican  4     U T    3 Pelecanus philippensis 

Little Cormorant 13  C K R U T N Ka J 4 Phalacrocorax niger 

Indian Shag *  3      T   J 3 Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 

Oriental Darter * 3      T   J 3 Anhinga melanogaster 

Little Egret 12  C K R U T  Ka J 3 Egretta garzetta 

Great Egret  9  C K R U T   J 3 Ardea alba 

Intermediate Egret  1      T    1 Egretta intermedia 

Grey Heron 3      T    3 Ardea cinerea 

Purple Heron 6  C   U T   J 3 Ardea purpurea 

Eastern Cattle Egret 
1
* 12  C K R U T N Ka J 5 Bubulcus coromandus 

Indian Pond-Heron 9  C  R U T N  J 3 Ardeola grayii 

Black-crowned Night-Heron  4      T  Ka J 2 Nycticorax nycticorax 

Yellow Bittern  3      T    1 Ixobrychus sinensis 

Black Bittern 2  C    T    1 Ixobrychus flavicollis 

Painted Stork  4     U T    3 Mycteria leucocephala 

Asian Openbill  5      T   J 5 Anastomus oscitans 

Woolly-necked Stork  1         J 1 Ciconia episcopus 

Black-necked Stork  1      T    1 Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus 

Black-headed Ibis 4      T   J 3 Threskiornis melanocephalus 

Eurasian Spoonbill  3      T    3 Platalea leucorodia 

Lesser Whistling-duck  4      T   J 3 Dendrocygna javanica 

Cotton Teal* 2      T    3 Nettapus coromandelianus 

Northern Pintail 2      T    4 Anas acuta 

Garganey 3      T   J 4 Anas querquedula 

Oriental Honey-buzzard  4    R     J 1 Pernis ptilorhynchus 

Black-winged Kite * 1     U     2 Elanus caeruleus 

Brahminy Kite 10  C  R U T N Ka J 1 Haliastur indus 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle * 5     U T  Ka  1 Haliaeetus leucogaster 

Grey-headed Fish-Eagle 2     U T    1 Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus 

Crested Serpent-Eagle 4 1h    U T   J 1 Spilornis cheela  

Pallid Harrier 1     U     1 Circus macrourus 

Shikra 4  C  R  T   J 2 Accipiter badius 

Besra Sparrowhawk 2   K R      1 Accipiter virgatus 

Buzzard sp. 
2
* 1       N   1 Buteo sp. 

Black Eagle 4    R     J 1 Ictinaetus malayensis 

Rufous-bellied Eagle  1        Ka  1 Hieraaetus kienerii 

Crested Hawk-Eagle *  4      T  Ka J 1 Spizaetus cirrhatus ceylanensis 

Mountain Hawk-Eagle 1    R      1 Spizaetus nipalensis kelaarti 

Common Kestrel 1     U     1 Falco tinnunculus 
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CEYLON SPURFOWL * -  3h  K R      1 Galloperdix bicalcarata 

CEYLON JUNGLEFOWL * 3 1h  K R  T N   2 Gallus lafayetii 

Indian Peafowl 4     U T   J 3 Pavo cristatus 

Barred Buttonquail  1      T    1 Turnix suscitator leggi 

White-breasted Waterhen 12  C  R U T N  J 2 Amaurornis phoenicurus 

Watercock  1         J 1 Gallicrex cinerea 

Purple Swamphen 4      T   J 3 Porphyrio (porphyrio) poliocephalus 

Common Moorhen 2      T    3 Gallinula chloropus 

Eurasian Coot 1      T    1 Fulica atra 

Pheasant-tailed Jacana 4      T   J 4 Hydrophasianus chirurgus 

Pacific Golden Plover 1      T    1 Pluvialis fulva 

Grey Plover 2      T    2 Pluvialis squatarola 

Common Ringed Plover 1      T    1 Charadrius hiaticula 

Little Ringed Plover 2      T    3 Charadrius dubius 

Kentish Plover 3      T    2 Charadrius alexandrinus 

Lesser Sand Plover * 2      T    3 Charadrius mongolus 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing 3      T   J 1 Vanellus malabaricus 

Red-wattled Lapwing 6 1h C  R  T   J 2 Vanellus indicus 

Pintail Snipe 3      T    3 Gallingo stenura 

‘Western’ Black-tailed Godwit
3
 2      T    5 Limosa limosa 

Common Redshank 3      T    3 Tringa totanus 

Common Greenshank 3      T    2 Tringa nebularia 

Marsh Sandpiper 3      T    3 Tringa stagnatilis 

Green Sandpiper 1      T    1 Tringa ochropus 

Wood Sandpiper 2      T    3 Tringa glareola 

Common Sandpiper 6  C    T   J 2 Actitis hypoleucos 

Ruddy Turnstone 2      T    1 Arenaria interpres 

Little Stint 2      T    2 Calidris minuta 

Temminck’s Stint 1      T    3 Calidris temminckii 

Curlew Sandpiper 1      T    3 Calidris ferruginea 

Black-winged Stilt 3      T    3 Himantopus himantopus 

Red-necked Phalarope 1      T    1 Phalaropus lobatus 

Indian Stone-curlew
4
* 2      T    3 Burhinus indicus 

Great Thick-knee  3      T    3 Esacus recurvirostris 

Small Pratincole  1      T    2 Glareola lactea 

Brown-headed Gull 1      T    1 Larus brunnicephalus 

Gull-billed Tern 3      T    3 Gelochelidon nilotica 

Caspian Tern 2      T    1 Hydroprgne caspia 

Lesser Crested Tern 2      T    2 Thalasseus bengalensis 

Little Tern 3      T    3 Sterna albifrons 

Whiskered Tern 6  C   U T   J 3 Chlidonias hybrida 

White-winged Tern  2      T    3 Chlidonias leucopterus 

Rock Pigeon  12  C  R U T N Ka J 3 Columba livia 

CEYLON WOODPIGEON * 1       N   1 Columba torringtoni 

Spotted Dove 14  C K R U T N Ka J 3 Streptopelia chinensis ceylonsis 

Emerald Dove 3   K R      1 Chalcophaps indica robinsoni 

Orange-breasted Green-pigeon 3     U T    2 Treron bicincta  

CEYLON GREEN-PIGEON
5
* 4   K R  T    3 Treron pompadora 

Green Imperial Pigeon 6   K R  T    3 Ducula aenea 

CEYLON HANGING-PARROT * 6   K R    Ka J 3 Loriculus beryllinus 

Alexandrine Parakeet 3     U T  Ka  3 Psittacula eupatria 

Rose-ringed Parakeet 8  C  R U T   J 4 Psittacula krameri 

Plum-headed Parakeet  3    R U     2 Psittacula cyanocephala 

LAYARD’S PARAKEET 1 1h  K       1 Psittacula calthropae 

GREEN-BILLED COUCAL 1 1h  K R      1 Centropus chlororhynchos 

‘Southern’ Coucal
6
* 8  C K R U T N  J 1 Centropus (sinensis) parroti 

Sirkeer Malkoha 1     U     1 Taccocua leschenaultii 

RED-FACED MALKOHA
7
 1    R      2 Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus 

Blue-faced Malkoha 2      T    1 Phaenicophaeus viridirostris 

Jacobin Cuckoo * 2     U T    1 Clamator jacobinus 

Asian Koel 5  C K  U T    1 Eudynamys scolopaceus 

Banded Bay Cuckoo 1   K       1 Cacomantis sonneratii 

Common Hawk Cuckoo 1        Ka  1 Cuculus varius ciceliae 
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Grey-bellied Cuckoo * 3     U T    3 Cacomantis passerinus 

Indian Cuckoo -  1h   R      1 Cuculus micropterus 

Ceylon Bay Owl
8
 1    R      1 Phodilus assimilis 

SERENDIB SCOPS-OWL
9
 1   K       1 Otus thilohoffmanii 

Indian Scops-Owl
10*

 1    R      1 Otus bakkamoena 

Brown Fish Owl 1      T    1 Ketupa zeylonensis zeylonensis 

Brown Wood Owl 1         J 1 Strix leptogrammica ochrogenys 

CHESTNUT-BACKED OWLET 2   K R      1 Glaucidium castanonotum 

Ceylon Frogmouth *  1   K       1 Batrachostomus moniliger 

Jerdon’s Nightjar  1 1h   R  T    1 Caprimulgus atripennis aequabilis 

Indian Little Nightjar * 1      T    1 Caprimulgus asiaticus eidos 

Indian Swiftlet  6   K R  T    2 Aerodramus unicolor  

Brown-throated Needletail  1    R      2 Hirundapus gigantea 

Asian Palm Swift 6   K R  T  Ka J 2 Cypsiurus balasiensis 

Alpine Swift 1     U     1 Tachymarptis melba 

Little Swift 9  C  R U T  Ka J 3 Apus affinis 

Crested Treeswift
11

 4   K  U T   J 2 Hemiprocne coronata 

Malabar Trogon 3   K R      1 Harpactes fasciatus fasciatus 

Common Kingfisher 6   K R  T   J 1 Alcedo atthis 

Stork-billed Kingfisher 3  C K   T    1 Pelargopsis capensis 

White-throated Kingfisher 13  C K R U T  Ka J 2 Halcyon smyrnensis 

Lesser Pied Kingfisher * 3      T    1 Ceryle rudis 

Little Green Bee-eater * 3     U T    2 Merops orientalis ceylonicus 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater  10  C K R U T   J 3 Merops philippinus 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater 1      T    1 Merops leschenaulti 

Indian Roller 4  C    T   J 1 Coracias benghalensis 

Common Hoopoe * 1      T    1 Upupa epops 

CEYLON GREY HORNBILL * 2   K R      2 Ocyceros gingalensis 

Malabar Pied Hornbill 3     U T   J 2 Anthracoceros coronatus 

Brown-headed Barbet  9  C K R U T  Ka  2 Megalaima zeylanica 

YELLOW-FRONTED BARBET 5   K R      2 Megalaima flavifrons 

CEYLON SMALL BARBET
12

 2    R    Ka  1 Megalaima rubricapillus 

Coppersmith Barbet 1     U     2 Megalaima haemacephala 

Lesser Yellownape  2   K R      1 Picus chlorolophus wellsi 

Black-rumped Flameback  7  C K R  T    1 Dinopium benghalense psarodes 

CRIMSON-BACKED FLAMEBACK
13

 1   K       1 Chrysocolaptes  stricklandi 

White-naped Flameback * 2      T    1 Chrysocolaptes festivus tantus 

Indian Pitta 2  2h  K R   N   1 Pitta brachyura 

Jerdon’s Bushlark
14*

 2     U T    2 Mirafra affinis 

Ashy-crowned Finch-lark * 2      T    1 Eremopterix grisea 

Oriental Skylark 2      T    2 Alaudia gulgula 

Barn Swallow 14  C K R U T N Ka J 6 Hirundo rustica 

Hill Swallow  2       N  J 1 Hirundo domicola 

Red-rumped Swallow  1     U     1 Hirundo daurica hyperythra 

CEYLON SWALLOW
15*

 7   K R  T  Ka  1 Hirundo hyperythra 

Forest Wagtail 2  C     N   1 Dendronanthus indicus 

Western Yellow Wagtail * 2      T N   1 Motacilla flava 

Grey Wagtail 6   K R   N   1 Motacilla cinerea 

Paddyfield Pipit  4      T   J 1 Anthus rufulus 

Blyth’s Pipit 2     U T    1 Anthus godlewskii 

Black-headed Cuckoo-shrike 2    R      1 Coracina melanoptera  

Small Minivet  3    R   N   1 Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 

Orange Minivet * 4   K R    Ka  1 Pericrocotus flammeus 

Pied Flycatcher-shrike * 1       N   1 Hemipus picatus leggei 

CEYLON WOODSHRIKE
16*

 1      T    1 Tephrodornis affinis 

Asian Paradise Flycatcher 5    R  T    1 Terpsiphone paradisi 

Black-naped Blue Monarch 3 1h  K R      1 Hypothymis azurea 

White-browed Fantail 3    R  T    1 Rhipidura aureola 

BLACK-CAPPED BULBUL * 3   K R      1 Pycnonotus melanicterus 

Red-vented Bulbul 13   K R U T N Ka J 3 Pycnonotus c. cafer 

YELLOW-EARED BULBUL 1       N   2 Pycnonotus penicillatus 

White-browed Bulbul 2    R      1 Pycnonotus luteolus insulae 

Yellow-browed Bulbul 3   K R      1 Ioles indicus 
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Square-tailed Black Bulbul
17

 3   K R      2 Hypsipetes ganeesa 

Common Iora 3    R  T    1 Aegithina tiphia 

Golden-fronted Leafbird 1    R      1 Chloropsis aurifrons 

Blue-winged Leafbird * 4   K   T   J 1 Chloropsis cochinchinensis 

Brown Shrike 7   K R U T N   1 Lanius cristatus 

Pied Ground-thrush * 1       N   1 Zoothera wardii 

SPOT-WINGED GROUND-THRUSH 2 1h  K R      1 Zoothera spiloptera 

CEYLON SCALY THRUSH
18*

 2    R   N   1 Zoothera imbricata 

Indian Blackbird
19*

 2       N Ka  1 Turdus simillimus kinnisii 

CEYLON WHISTLING-THRUSH * 1       N   1 Myophonus blighi 

Asian Brown Flycatcher 3   K R      1 Muscicapa dauurica 

Brown-breasted Flycatcher 3   K R      1 Mucicapa muttui 

Kashmir Flycatcher 1       N   1 Ficedula subrubra 

DUSKY BLUE FLYCATCHER * 1       N   1 Eumyias sordidus 

Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher 3   K R    Ka  1 Cyornis tickelliae 

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher 1       N   2 Culicicapa ceylonensis 

Indian Blue Robin 2    R   N   1 Luscinia brunnea 

Oriental Magpie-robin 11   K R U T N Ka J 1 Copsychus saularis 

Pied Bushchat 1       N   1 Saxicola caprata atrata 

Indian Black Robin * 3     U T    1 Saxicoloides fulicatus 

ASHY-HEADED LAUGHINGTHRUSH 1    R      2 Garrulax cinereifrons 

BROWN-CAPPED BABBLER 1    R      1 Pellorneum fuscocapillum 

CEYLON SCIMITAR-BABBLER
20*

 2   K    N   1 Pomatorhinusi melanurus 

Dark-fronted Babbler  3   K R   N   1 Rhopocichla atriceps nifgrifons  

Yellow-eyed Babbler 3     U T    1 Chrysomma sinense nasale 

CEYLON RUFOUS BABBLER * 2   K R      3 Turdoides rufescens 

Yellow-billed Babbler  10  C K R U T N   3 Turdoides affinis taprobanus 

Zitting Cisticola 3     U T    2 Cisticola juncidis 

Grey-breasted Prinia 1     U     1 Prinia hodgsonii 

Ashy Prinia 4     U T N Ka  3 Prinia socialis 

Jungle Prinia 1     U     1 Prinia sylvatica 

Plain Prinia 5   K  U T    1 Prinia inornata 

Common Tailorbird 7 1h C K R  T N Ka  1 Orthotomus sutorius 

SRI LANKA BUSH-WARBLER 1       N   1 Bradypterus palliseri 

Blyth’s Reed-warbler 5     U T N   1 Acrocephalus dumetorum 

Indian Reed-warbler
21*

 1 1h     T    1 Acrocephalus (stentoreus) brunnescens 

Bright Green Warbler 2   K    N   1 Phylloscopus nitidus 

Large-billed Leaf-warbler 1 2h  K R   N   1 Phylloscopus magnirostris 

Great Tit 2       N   1 Parus major 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch 3    R   N   1 Sitta frontalis 

LEGGE’S FLOWERPECKER * 3   K R      2 Dicaeum vincens 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker  6   K R  T  Ka  1 Dicaeum erythrorhynchos ceylonense 

Purple-rumped Sunbird 9  C K R  T  Ka J 1 Nectarinia z. zeylonica  

Purple Sunbird 5    R U T N   2 Nectarinia asiatica 

Loten’s Sunbird * 6  C K R    Ka J 1 Nectarinia lotenius 

CEYLON WHITE-EYE * 1       N   2 Zosterops ceylonensis 

Oriental White-eye  4   K R    Ka  2 Zosterops palpebrosus 

Indian Silverbill * 2      T    1 Euodice malabarica 

White-rumped Munia  3   K R U     3 Lonchura striata 

Black-throated Munia 1   K       2 Lonchura kelaarti 

Scaly-breasted Munia  6   K R U T    2 Lonchura punctulata 

Tricoloured Munia * 4     U T    3 Lonchura malacca 

House Sparrow 9   K R U T N Ka J 3 Passer domesticus 

Streaked Weaver 1      T    1 Ploceus manyar 

Baya Weaver 1      T    1 Ploceus philippinus 

WHITE-FACED STARLING  1    R      2 Sturnus albofrontata 

Brahminy Starling  1      T    3 Sturnus pagodarum 

Common Myna  12  C K R U T N Ka J 4 Acridotheres tristis melanosturnus 

CEYLON HILL-MYNA * 1    R      2 Gracula ptilogenys 

Lesser Hill-Myna
22

* 1        Ka  2 Gracula indica 

Black-hooded Oriole  6   K R U T    2 Oriolus xanthornus 

White-bellied Drongo 6   K R U   Ka J 2 Dicrurus caerulescens (two races) 

CEYLON CRESTED DRONGO
23*

 3   K R      3 Dicrurus lophorinus 
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Ashy Woodswallow 2         J 3 Artamus fuscus 

CEYLON BLUE MAGPIE 1    R      1 Urocissa ornata 

House Crow 11  C  R U T  Ka J 3 Corvus spendens 

Indian Jungle Crow
24*

 14  C K R U T N Ka J 3 Corvus (macrorhynchos) culminatus 

             

CHECKLIST OF MAMMALS SEEN DURING TOUR 

             

Giant (Indian) Fruit Bat 6    R  T   J 6 Pteropus giganteus 

Greater Short-nosed Fruit Bat 1    R      1 Cynopterus sphinx 

Sri Lankan Horseshoe Bat 2    R  T    1 Rhinolophus rouxii 

Toque Macaque 4    R  T   J 3 Macaca sinica 

Tufted Grey Langur 3      T    3 Semnopitheous priam 

Purple-faced Leaf-monkey 2  1h  K R   N   2 Presbytis vetulus 

Indian Brown Mongoose 1  C        1 Herpestes fuscus 

Indian Grey Mongoose 2      T   J 1 Herpestes edwardsii 

Indian Elephant 1     U     2 Elephas maximus 

Wild Boar 1      T    3 Sus scrofa 

Spotted Deer 2      T    4 Cervus axis 

Sambar -  1h     T    1 Cervus unicolor 

Water Buffalo (introduced) 1      T    3 Bubulus arnee 

Layard’s Squirrel 1   K       1 Funambulus layardi 

Indian Palm Squirrel 12  C K R U T  Ka J 2 Funambulus palmarum 

Dusky Striped Squirrel  1       N   1 Funambulus sublineatus 

Sri Lankan Giant Squirrel 4   K R   N   2 Ratufa macroura 

             

Also seen were the following reptiles: Water Monitor, Land Monitor, Common Garden Lizard, Forest Lizard, Black-lipped 

Lizard, Kangaroo Lizard, Common House Gecko, Water Snake, Green Pit Viper, Star Tortoise and Mugger Crocodile  

 

Taxonomic Notes - Birds 

 
1 

 Eastern Cattle Egret - Cattle Egret now split into Eastern (B. coromandus) and Western (B. ibis) 

2 
 Buzzard sp - the migrant buzzards appearing in Sri Lanka are still not understood, though they 

appear the same, or similar to, Himalayan Buzzard (B. burmannicus), which is a resident 

of the Himalayas! The form that is seen in western India is Steppe Buzzard, a distinct 

racial sub-species but close genetically to nominate (B. b. buteo) – the latter is rare in Sri 

Lanka 
3  

‘Western’ Black-tailed Godwit - may well be split from ‘Eastern’ Black-tailed Godwit (L. l. melanuroides) but further 

study required 

4 
 Indian Stone-curlew - R & A split this from Eurasian Thick-knee (B. oedicnemus) 

5 
 Ceylon Green-pigeon - split as an endemic species from Ashy-headed Green Pigeon (T. phayrei) of India and 

S. E. Asia 

6 
 ‘Southern’ Coucal - likely to be split from Greater Coucal (C. sinensis) in the near future 

7 
 Red-faced Malkoha  - since the extinction of the South Indian population, this is now a Sri Lankan endemic 

species 

8 
 Ceylon Bay Owl - The Bay Owl in Sri Lanka was formerly treated as a subspecies of the widely 

distributed Oriental Bay Owl. Recently split by R & A the Ceylon Bay Owl is found only 

in Sri Lanka and southern India (though poorly studied, it may represent another Sri 

Lankan endemic). It is the rarest owl in Sri Lanka and there have been less than a 

handful of sightings in the wild. We were very lucky to see this rare species! 

9 
 Serendib Scops-Owl - a species new to science, discovered by Deepal Warakagoda in Jan 2001 and named in 

2004 (Warakagoda & Rasmussen) 

10 
 Indian Scops-Owl - recently split from Collared Scops Owl (O. lettia) with which it was considered 

conspecific 

11 
 Crested Treeswift - Harrison calls this species Grey-rumped Treeswift (a S.E. Asian species) 

12 
 Ceylon Small Barbet - now recognised as a full endemic species distinct from Crimson-fronted Barbet  

(M. rubricapilla & M. malabarica) 

13 
 Crimson-backed Flameback - now split from Greater Flameback (C. lucidus) 

14 
 Jerdon’s Bushlark - Rufous-winged Bushlark now split into Jerdon’s (M. affinis) of S India and Sri Lanka 
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and Bengal (M. assamica) of N and NE India 

15 
 Ceylon Swallow - R & A consider this an endemic species now separated from Red-rumped Swallow  

(H. daurica) 

16 
 Ceylon Woodshrike - considered sufficiently different from mainland races of Common Woodshrike  

(T. pondicerianus) to warrant specific endemic status 

17 
 Square-tailed Black Bulbul  - Black Bulbul now split into Himalayan Black Bulbul (H. leucocephalus) N and NE 

India and Square-tailed Black Bulbul (H. ganeesa) of the W Ghats and Sri Lanka  

18 
 Ceylon Scaly Thrush - separated from Scaly Thrush (Z. dauma now called Small-billed Scaly Thrush) as a full 

endemic species 

19 
 Indian Blackbird - R & A separate this from Common or Eurasian Blackbird (T. merula) which is now 

considered to occur only in Pakistan and Afghanistan within S Asia 

20 
 Ceylon Scimitar-babbler - likely to be split from White-browed Scimitar-babbler (P. schisticeps). Further study 

needed  

21 
 Indian Reed-warbler - further study needed, but distinct from Clamorous Reed Warbler (A. stentreus) of the 

Western Palearctic 

22 
 Lesser Hill-myna - considered distinctly different from Common Hill Myna (G. religiosa) to be recognised 

as a separate species 

23 
 Ceylon Crested Drongo - now considered an endemic species, separated from Greater Racket-tailed Drongo  

(D. parodiseus) 

24 
 Indian Jungle Crow - further study required but three distinct groups of C. macrorhynchos occur in S Asia – 

Large-billed, Eastern Jungle and Indian Jungle Crow 

 

Alternative names 

 

Rasmussen & Anderton  

(2005) 

Harrison 

(1999) 

Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskipp 

(1998) 

Indian Shag Indian Cormorant Indian Cormorant 

Oriental Darter  Darter 

Eastern Cattle Egret Cattle Egret Cattle Egret 

Cotton Teal Cotton Pygmy-goose Cotton Pygmy-goose 

Black-winged Kite  Black-shouldered Kite 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle White-bellied Fish Eagle  

‘Steppe’ Buzzard Common Buzzard Common Buzzard 

Crested Hawk-Eagle Changeable Hawk Eagle Changeable Hawk Eagle 

Ceylon Spurfowl Sri Lanka Spurfowl Sri Lanka Spurfowl 

Ceylon Junglefowl Sri Lanka Junglefowl Sri Lanka Junglefowl 

Lesser Sand Plover Mongolian Plover  

‘Western’ Black-tailed Godwit Black-tailed Godwit Black-tailed Godwit 

Indian Stone-curlew Eurasian Thick-knee Eurasian Thick-knee 

Ceylon Woodpigeon Sri Lanka Woodpigeon Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon 

Ceylon Green-pigeon Pompadour Green Pigeon Pompadour Green Pigeon 

Ceylon Hanging-parrot Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot 

‘Southern’ Coucal Greater Coucal Greater Coucal 

Jacobin Cuckoo Pied Cuckoo Pied Cuckoo 

Grey-bellied Cuckoo Plaintive Cuckoo  

Indian Scops-owl Collared Scops Owl Collared Scops Owl 

Ceylon Frogmouth Sri Lanka Frogmouth Sri Lanka Frogmouth 

Indian Little Nightjar Indian Nightjar Indian Nightjar 

Lesser Pied Kingfisher Pied Kingfisher Pied Kingfisher 

Little Green Bee-eater  Green Bee-eater 

Common Hoopoe Eurasian Hoopoe  

Ceylon Grey Hornbill Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill 

Ceylon Small Barbet Crimson-fronted Barbet Crimson-fronted Barbet 

Crimson-backed Flameback Greater Flameback Greater Flameback 

White-naped Flameback White-naped Woodpecker White-naped Woodpecker 

Bengal Bushlark Rufous-winged Lark Rufous-winged Bushlark 

Ashy-crowned Finch-lark Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark 

Ceylon Swallow Sri Lanka Swallow Red-rumped Swallow 

Western Yellow Wagtail Yellow Wagtail Yellow Wagtail 
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Orange Minivet Flame Minivet Scarlet Minivet 

Pied Flycatcher-shrike Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike 

Ceylon Woodshrike Common Woodshrike Common Woodshrike 

Black-capped Bulbul Black-headed Yellow Bulbul Black-crested Bulbul 

Square-tailed Black Bulbul Black Bulbul Black Bulbul 

Blue-winged Leafbird Jerdon’s Leafbird  

Pied Ground-thrush Pied Thrush Pied Thrush 

Ceylon Scaly Thrush Scaly Thrush Scaly Thrush 

Indian Blackbird Eurasian Blackbird Eurasian Blackbird 

Ceylon Whistling-thrush Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush 

Dusky Blue Flycatcher Dull-blue Flycatcher Dull-blue Flycatcher 

Indian Black Robin  Black-backed Robin Indian Robin 

Ceylon Scimitar-babbler Indian Scimitar-babbler Indian Scimitar Babbler 

Ceylon Rufous Babbler Orange-billed Babbler Orange-billed Babbler 

Indian Reed-warbler Clamorous Reed Warbler Clamorous Reed Warbler 

Legge’s Flowerpecker White-throated Flowerpecker  

Loten’s Sunbird Long-billed Sunbird  

Ceylon White-eye Sri Lanka White-eye  

Indian Silverbill White-throated Silverbill  

Tricoloured Munia Black-headed Munia Black-headed Munia 

Ceylon Hill-Myna Sri Lanka Myna Sri Lanka Myna 

Lesser Hill-Myna Hill Myna Hill Myna 

Ceylon Crested Drongo Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Greater Racket-tailed Drongo 

Indian Jungle Crow Large-billed Crow Large-billed Crow 
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These lists represent those birds and other animals seen by party members of this tour. 
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Top – Forest Wagtail can be a difficult bird to find in Asia 

 

Left – Emerald Dove ( )́ 

 

Above right - Shikra 
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Left – Yellow Bittern 

Left – Indian Stone-curlew 

Left – Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher 

 

All photographs taken on the 

Ornitholidays tour to Sri Lanka Jan 2007 

© Tony Pym 

 

Cover – the rare Ceylon Bay Owl 

             (as seen through the telescope) 

 

Overleaf – Chestnut-backed Owlet 
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