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ORNITHOLIDAY’S TOUR TO UGANDA
Primates & Birds
06 - 19 September 2007

A Personal Diary

The great beauty of Uganda led Sir Winston Churchill to call it "the Pearl of Africa". This country of forests,
lakes and mountains sits astride the Equator and combines influences from eastern and central Africa. On
this tour we traveled from Lake Victoria's papyrus-fringed shores, visiting the Mabamba swamp, to the
forested slopes of the Impenetrable Forest of the south west, to the open and wooded savannahs of the
Queen Elizabeth National Park, to the Budongo Forest - home to a few Ituri endemics, and finally to the
Victoria Nile and the savannah systems of Murchison Falls National Park. For a small country, Uganda
holds an unrivaled variety of primates and is one of the few places where Gorillas are regularly encountered
on well-organized trekking trips. Bwindi's Impenetrable Forest is their home and we all had close encounters
with these magnificent creatures in their natural forest habitat. To observe them from just a few metres, as
they go about their daily routine of sleeping, grooming and feeding is probably the ultimate thrill of a
lifetime. Chimpanzee was also on the travel menu this year and we were fortunate to see three individuals
crossing the road as we birded the “Royal Mile” in the heart of the Budongo Forest. Our first day was
successful in our search for that most sought-after and elusive bird in the whole of Africa - many tend to be
disparaging about its looks - that large grey, elusive and secretive bird with an enormous boat-like bill - the
Shoebill Stork.

Thursday 06 and Friday, September 07

The group left London Heathrow at 20.00on an overnight Kenya Airways flight. This year, because of late
changes to flight schedules they transited through Nairobi. The connecting Kenya Airways flight was only
10 minutes late arriving at 09.50. After some time spent changing monies — cashing travellers’ cheques are a
problem as is cashing USD bank notes dated 2001 and earlier. Fortunately everyone’s bags had arrived
safely and after changing monies and feeling a lot flusher with all those noughts and heaps of notes stashed
in our wallets we set-off in our almost new safari vehicle. We headed off to our digs for the night, the
comfortable Boma Guest House in Entebbe. Lunch was soon being consumed, an almost straight flush of
Tilapia, fresh from the mighty Lake Victoria, and chips.

Shortly after lunch we set off with Stephie (Kiika Moustafah) our trusty driver, our objective being
Mabamba Swamp. A torrential downpour almost dampened our spirits. The road was slippery, a loaded
brick truck was stuck in the culvert - we squeezed past. The rain abated to a light drizzle. Then a flat tyre,
fortuitously it turned out as there were a few birds about and we saw both Yellow-rumped and Yellow-
throated Tinkerbirds. The tyre was changed and we got to Mabamba by 15.15. We jumped aboard the
wooden boats, three to a boat, and set off through the muddy papyrus and grass fringed waterway that led
into the vast clear water papyrus fringes of the edges of Lake Victoria. It took a lot paddling and poling
through the shallow waters. Then our boat guide pointed out the bird, a Shoebill, and then another. We
reversed, found another channel and managed to sneak closer, within 10 metres. Still we could only see the
head, bill and neck but it was an awesome eyeball-to-eyeball view. That done we left the relaxed bird in
peace and headed back to where the car was parked. Malachite and Pied Kingfishers, Swamp Flycatcher,
African Jacana and Yellow-billed Duck were a few of the other birds seen this afternoon. We drive back to
Entebbe on the now almost dry laterite road, a complete contrast to an hour or two earlier, and we arrived in
record time. Dinner and bed called especially early tonight after the long journey from home.

Saturday 08 September

We had a long drive today so we did not dilly-dally too much. Our first stop after about two hours driving
was the Equator for pictures and a comfort stop. Our next stop was on the outskirts of the town of Masaka
where there is a small swamp where a platform has been built and is manned by a Nature Uganda guide to
monitor the swamp for Shoebill and Sitatunga. There were no Shoebill in sight on this visit but we soon saw
a nice female Sitatunga and some good birds including Yellow-billed Duck, Fan-tailed Widowbird and three

Ornitholidays’ Tour to Uganda 06 — 19 September 2007 Page 2




species of bee-eater. We sped on, our speed cripplingly slow at times though, as we got stuck behind many,
smoke belching well-laden trucks heading for Congo and Rwanda. We turned toward Rukungiri, but
hereafter the tar ended and then the fun began. It was bad gravel most of the way, lots of holes and rocks but
we finally made it to Buhoma just as the light was failing. After our check-in and following our evening
meal we retired to bed for some well-earned rest.

Sunday September 09

Our first bird in the gloom of the morning was a Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater. From the deck as we awaited
breakfast, which was a veritable feast of eggs, bacon, sausage, mushrooms, toast and marmalade, tea, coffee
or chocolate, Alan picked up on a brilliantly coloured Red-headed Bluebill, which hung around just long
enough for most of us to see well. A few Slaty Flycatchers were about feeding two hungry youngsters. We
had breakfast and set off to the Gorilla tracking briefing by head guide Levi. Our group was Hasbananji (or
H group) and to get near to them we drove 45 minutes in the direction of ‘the neck’ of the Bwindi Forest.
From here we trailed along a well-used track through farm bush, slippery under foot on the steep up-hills
and down-hills - our sticks, with the aid of our eager to help porters, came in extremely useful. Pretty soon
after only one hour of traipsing we were being debriefed by our Gorilla guide Benson, on the edge of the
Impenetrable Forest. We entered the forest in anticipation. Benson, in answer to the question of how far still
to go said “30 minutes”. We set-off and within three minutes we were encircled by feeding, playing,
cavorting Gorillas. At first our view was limited to a few youngsters playing in the gloom of tree lianas but
as the Gorillas moved a little we moved and were soon in an open clearing with thick floor vegetation and it
was here that we had our best views of up to 12 animals with youngsters from six months to three years, the
male silverback and a younger blackback. An hour zipped past and all too soon it was time to return to our
bags and take an early lunch just outside of the forest. Then it was back to Stephie and the vehicle.

Along the way a melanistic Augur Buzzard, Black-and-White Mannikin and Mackinnon’s Fiscal were seen.
After a discussion about our plan to spend the afternoon at the neck we resolved the issue by taking a game
scout with us. We walked the neck — it was quiet for a bit, then a few birds started to show — White-tailed
Ant-thrush, Narrow-tailed Starlings — our final birds of the afternoon being Cassin’s Flycatcher and
Mountain Wagtail. We left the bridge at 16.00 as the rain began to fall and it did so most of the way home
back to Buhoma. A very cool and still evening tonight but we had had a good day.

Monday September 10

After breakfast we set off with Saul, our local forest guide and the obligatory military lads with their faithful
AK47's slung over their shoulders. We planned to spend the morning in the Impenetrable Forest walking
along the old forest road. The weather this morning was, overcast, grey and cold, the bird activity was very
sluggish. L hoest’s Monkeys and lots of Red-tailed were seen, and a solitary Blue too, being groomed by a
Red-tailed. Alexander’s Dwarf Squirrel completed our morning mammal list. Birdwise we saw Bar-tailed
Trogon, a few greenbul species, Red-faced Woodland Warbler, Black-faced Apalis, amongst others. We
were back at the Buhoma guesthouse by 13.00 hastened along by a light shower of rain. We were on time for
lunch and set off for Ishasha just after 14.00. Just before the takeoff Stephie spotted a fantastic Red-headed
Bluebill sitting close by. We filled up with fuel at Kihihi and shortly thereafter we were in the park. The roof
hatches were off and we were soon baking in the warm afternoon sun, a contrast to temperatures this
morning. Bird activity was excellent with a cacophony of sound. Amazingly 15 African Crakes were seen
well on the road or road edge. Also, of course the cisticolas came into their own, with three species seen and
another heard. More mammals with Uganda Kob, Topi, Waterbuck and nine Elephants adorned our
afternoon list.

Dinner was under a large umbrella in the open to the sounds of the rushing river, frogs and bats.

Tuesday September 11

We were watching the river frontage by 06.30. It was still dark. There had been rain during the night and it
was still overcast. A Goliath Heron flew laboriously upstream. A hearty breakfast was served. In the car park
while we waited for everyone to assemble a Narina’s Trogon was spotted, then the female too, the male
called and was still calling when we returned from our game drive at 13.00. We had an exciting drive, first
seeing a leopard larder, an unfortunate Uganda Kob, pulled half way up a small tree and multitudes of birds,
especially David’s 1,000th bird, which turned out to be the gloriously coloured and exotically named Black-
backed Gonolek. Lots of Buffalo, Topi, Uganda Kob today and at the southern tip of the southern circuit we
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spent some time watching and photographing a lioness on a bough in a very large fig tree. We thought that
would be the highlight of the day but then on approaching Ishasha camp, Stephie stopped the cruiser and
said “do you see that” — it was a very nice female Leopard resting in a thorn-tree, back legs and tail dangling
looking most uncomfortable yet magnificent at the same time.

Back in camp for lunch, the trogon was still about, a pair of Pygmy Kingfishers darting across the river
attracted our attention, as did some Lesser Masked Weavers. The mixed colony of Village and Vieillot’s
Black Weavers was still buzzing with activity. After lunch we set off for Mweya. We stopped a few times
along the way, once at a bridge where we had a minimum of 100 Sabine’s Spinetails zooming about our
heads. Black-and-White Colobus were also bounding through some large trees, their faces looking like wise
old men. It drizzled for much of the onward journey but we were able to spend some time at the bridge over
the Kasinga channel looking for but only hearing Papyrus Gonolek. Finally we got to Mweya Lodge at
18.30.

Wednesday September 12

After breakfast we set off on a game drive toward the Katwe explosion crater area. It took us some time to
get along the road here as we kept stopping. An amazing number of White-browed Robin-chats were seen in
the open and eventually, after many urgent stops; we managed to get onto a Blue-spotted Wood-Dove after
having seen dozens flit away from in front of us. In the Katwe crater area the habitat changes becoming ideal
for Black Coucal and Moustached Grass-warbler, both of which we had good views. The large Croaking
Cisticola and diminutive Zitting were vocal and Flappet Lark walked the roadway and wing-clapped in the
clear skies above us. We moved on through the scattered craters some of which had water and a sulphurous
smell to them. We saw White-winged Widows and heaps of Quelea and Copper Sunbird, too. We finished
lunch in time for our 14.30 departure to get to the launch. There were two launches today and both were full
to the brim. Thisis often a great trip for close views of water associated birds as well as lots of
Hippopotamus and dozens of African Buffalo at the water’s edge. Pied and Malachite Kingfishers
dominated the numbers list, but we also saw Common Greenshank, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Ruff
(singletons of most), Common Sandpiper, Yellow-billed Stork, lots of Grey-headed Gulls, 14 Lesser Black-
backed Gulls, loads of White-breasted Cormorant and a couple of elegant Saddle-billed Stork.

Thursday September 13

After breakfast we made our way quickly out of the park. Scattered numbers of African Buffalo, Uganda
Kob and Waterbuck drew our attention as we drove through the park toward Fort Portal. The paved road
here is an aid project from the Israeli’s as far as Kasese; thereafter it is a Chinese affair. They had almost
finished it just a few kilometres before Fort Portal were still being attended too. Those who have been to
Fort Portal more than once refer to it as Fort Pothole and no amount of glamorous guide book descriptions
about the town can convince one that they are writing about this town. However now | have to stop calling it
Fort Pothole, as the potholes are almost a thing of the past. With all the road works our travels were slow
this morning. Once we left Fort Portal the going was good for only a short while. We had an early lunch in
the existing forest of Kibego and spent too long birding here. We left at 13.30 - the road deteriorated badly,
much worse than the year before when it was a breeze. Also they had begun to repair it with graders. It had
become a bit of a quagmire and we had to reduce our speed to very little to stay on the road. At one point a
cement truck was stuck on a hill and we had to pass it using the muddy gutter. We made it though with
Stephie’s excellent driving. We only got to Hoima at 18.15 and Masindi was still an hour away. Luckily this
road was in fair condition. We stopped a few times along the way including a marsh with ideal papyrus and
were lucky to find and have good looks at the colourful Papyrus Gonolek. In the villages and along the way
we saw Vieillot’s Black Weaver, Fan-tailed Widowbird, a cluster of very wet Great Blue Turaco (12 in all),
a single Grey Kestrel, some Lizard Buzzard and three Black-shouldered Kite. We finally got to Masindi very
late.

Friday September 14

After an early breakfast we set-off for Budongo Forest. The morning was partly cloudy becoming clear with
blue skies, sunshine and very little wind. We met Vincent, our forest guide at the entrance to the Royal Mile.
This morning we did the ‘Royal Mile’, so called as this led to King Kabalega’s, one of the Bunyoro Kings,
household. Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush gave us some splendid views and we had a Blue-breasted Kingfisher,
a Chocolate-backed Kingfisher, lots of Pygmy Kingfishers, Ituri Batis, and heard Lemon-bellied Crombec,
Blue-throated Roller, White-thighed Hornbill and Black-throated Apalis. At one point one of us turned
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around to look in the direction from which we had come to suddenly see Chimpanzee about to cross the
road. A good, albeit, brief view of these splendid primates.

After midday we left the Royal Mile for Busingiro, another sector of the Budongo Forest Reserve. The Jane
Goodall Foundation now administers this part of the forest. We consumed our picnic lunch at Busingiro
campsite. From Busingiro we walked along the road that passes through the forest. The birding was a bit
slow but we had good looks at Chestnut-capped Flycatchers, Brown-crowned Eremomelas, Spotted
Greenbuls, Buff-throated Apalis, to name but a few. We retraced our steps to Masindi stopping now and
again for Yellow-mantled, Red-collared and Fan-tailed Widowbirds, and Black Bishop. We dropped
Vincent off and got back to Masindi in time for a hot shower and a beer before dinner.

Saturday September 15

After another early breakfast we set off for Kanio Pabidi sector of the Budongo Forest. Here we were
scheduled to track the habituated Chimpanzee, a group of 60 plus individuals. Passing through the gate
Whistling Cisticola taunted us; a wattle-eye was heard and seen by a few. Once at the Chimpanzee trailhead,
and after a short briefing, we set off into the forest. This is a sector of forest that has not been logged and we
were shown a few humongous Mahogany trees that were allegedly 350 and 400 years old. The undergrowth
here is thick and while we heard a number of birds including Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush, Honeyguide
Greenbul, Yellow-spotted Barbet, the group did not dilly-daddle much as the focus was on Chimpanzees
today. As it turned out the Chimpanzee group had gone wandering outside of the forest and neither we, nor
anyone else, were going to see them today. Justin, our guide, was very informative and animated about his
chimps and we learnt a lot from him about Chimpanzee behaviour. Once back at base we set off for the top
of the Murchison Falls, to witness and absorb the roaring maelstrom of water as it uncontrollably bears down
on a gap of about seven metres. Rock Pratincoles - 38 in one group, a few Wahlberg’s Eagle were in
evidence here today. A heavy rainstorm kept us under cover for a while before we could descend to the falls
themselves. They are impressive especially from lower down where it looks as if a wall of water is coming
straight for you. The dreaded Tsetse flies were a nuisance as usual but their numbers were less than in
previous years. They were a pest on our way to the River Nile ferry too. We drove slowly looking for
Heuglin's Francolin but at the end of the day, while we did see at least three, the tsetse won the war. We
crossed the River Nile and were soon at Paraa lodge.

Sunday September 16

We had an early breakfast prior to driving into the park. The ferry got blown away in the storm last night so
we almost had the north bank to ourselves this morning as no one could cross from the south bank until they
had retrieved the ferry. The morning was pleasantly cool but it did warm-up considerably later with the
cloud cover clearing and becoming bright and sunny. We had a good morning with an amazing total of 44
Abyssinian Ground Hornbill - one group of 28 individuals. Jim, our compulsory park guide, took us off the
main track, onto one of the oil prospecting tracks, toward a nice group of Rothchild’s Giraffe. Here we
stopped for a bit and from here were lucky to spot two Pata’s Monkey sitting in some low trees. Then we
noticed some vultures circling overhead suddenly plummeting earthwards, a kill. Again an oil prospector’s
track lead us to within a few metres of the squabbling vultures, a couple of Lappets, a few White-backs and
51 Riippell’s. Some Northern Carmine Bee-eater, lots of Silverbird, Beautiful Sunbird, many clapping
Flappet Larks and Zitting and Croaking Cisticolas, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Black-headed Lapwing,
Speckle-fronted Weaver and Rufous Sparrow filled our morning’s list. We had some good game too with
two groups of Rothschild's Giraffe and a small breeding herd of distant Elephant. The grasslands were long
and green and the diminutive Oribi were common in this part of the park as were groups of African Buffalo,
many Jackson’s Hartebeest and Uganda Kob. We arrived back at Paraa at around 13.45 in time for our
launch trip up the Nile River toward the famous falls, where the Nile River squeezes through a gap of seven
metres and tumbles down some 40 metres below. Red-throated Bee-eaters, herons, egrets and African Fish-
Eagle entertained us, and as we approached the falls a number of Rock Pratincole were there to greet us.

We returned to Nile Safari Camp by boat in the late afternoon to experience another stunning evening sunset
from our Nile River balconies.

Monday September 17
Today we left early again to spend all day in the park on the north bank. As we left Paraa, we saw hundreds
of Red-fronted Bee-eaters building new nest holes with tails splayed for balance as they excavated their
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nesting holes in a sandy river bank. As we crossed the first bridge a troop of Olive Baboons held a brief
roadblock. One had an old wound to the lip, which was ripped. Today we got as far as the delta — the mouth
of the Nile as it meets Lake Albert. Along the Albert-Nile a plethora of water and edge associated birds from
Pink-backed Pelicans, Saddle-billed Storks, Goliath Herons to Little Bitterns, Black-headed and Short-toed
Lapwings and Grey-crowned Cranes. We saw two bustards, Black-bellied and Denham’s and early on we
had an obliging Heuglin’s Francolin just before we were enveloped in oil-exploration trucks in a rush to get
nowhere. We had early European and Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters and far fewer Abyssinian Ground Hornbills
compared to yesterday.

It was a warm day and Stephie found us a good shady tree on the banks of Lake Albert under which to
consume our picnic lunch. We had some good raptors today including Red-necked Falcons sitting in dead
trees instead of in palms, Dark Chanting Goshawk, Bateleur, Grey Kestrel and African Harrier-nawk. We
saw lots of Rattling Cisticola today much to the group’s delight. We had more sights of more than a hundred
Rothschild’s Giraffe and an equal number of the diminutive Oribi. Jackson’s Hartebeest were common and
we saw about 40 African Elephant today, mostly in small breeding herds. We returned to Paraa as the sun
was setting.

Tuesday September 18

We set off early as our route today took us along the shores of Lake Albert to the Butiaba escarpment. We
stopped near the top of the pass and immediately saw Cliff-chat (Mocking Chat). Thereafter we continued
up the pass on foot picking off Foxy Cisticola, Striped Kingfisher, Spot-flanked Barbet, Silverbird, Purple-
banded Sunbird and Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-weavers. We continued our journey on through Hoima, and
finally saw some Double-toothed Barbet properly. As we were heading south of Hoima and had our second
flat tyre of the day — time for our lunch while Stephi changed it — hopefully we’d not get another. We
weaved our way through Kampala and its gridlock traffic finally getting to the guesthouse in Entebbe in time
for a quick shower and change of clothes before a short transfer to the airport for check-in for the flight to
Nairobi and then on to London-Heathrow where the group arrived the following morning.
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you but | am sure that the one you will not forget is your time with the Gorillas and all the wonderful
cisticolas, and not least of course the real birds like Great Blue Turacos, Narina’s and Bar-tailed Trogons,
and of course the Chocolate-backed Kingfisher. Hope to see you all again one day.
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Itinerary and weather

06 September 2007

07 September 2007

08 September 2007

09 September 2007

10 September 2007

11 September 2006

12 September 2007

13 September 2007

14 September 2007

15 September 2007

16 September 2007

17 September 2007

18 September 2007

19 September 2007

Kenya Airways International flight from London Heathrow to Nairobi.

Morning arrival at Entebbe on Kenya Airways. Transfer to guesthouse to check-in
and for lunch. PM to Mabamba Swamp.
Partly cloudy to overcast. Heavy rain in afternoon; Temp 28C; alt 1,250m.

Drive Entebbe to Buhoma. Stopped Masaka platform. Lunch Mbarara. Overnight
Buhoma Guesthouse.

Clear becoming partly cloudy later with rain during the night; Temp 32C; alt
1,150m.

Gorilla trek; later excursion to ‘the neck’. PM return to Buhoma Guesthouse.
Clear becoming partly cloudy and in late afternoon overcast with rain; Temp 28C;
alt 1,500m.

Morning in Bwindi Forest along old road; After lunch transfer to Ishasha tented
camp. Gorilla trek day early afternoon drive to Ishasha.

Overcast in morning with a rain shower at midday; Afternoon warm & dry; Temp
20C (AM), 30C (PM); alt 950m.

Morning game drive Ishasha area of QENP. Post lunch drive to Mweya Lodge.
Overcast to partly cloudy with rain showers in late afternoon; Temp 25C; alt 950m.

Morning game drive to Katwe explosion crater area of QENP; afternoon launch
cruise on Kasinga channel.
Cool in AM warming up - partly cloudy and sunny; Temp 25C; alt 950m.

Left Mweya after breakfast for Fort Portal thereafter through Hoima to Masindi
arriving early evening.
Partly cloudy to overcast with rain in the afternoon. Temp 25C; alt 1,120m.

Masindi to Budongo Forest; AM — ‘Royal Mile’; PM — Busingiro.
Partly cloudy to clear and sunny, light breeze; Temp 28; alt 1,200m.

Left Masindi for Kanio Pabidi for Chimp trek. Murchison Falls for lunch; Paraa
Lodge late afternoon.

Clear and sunny in AM becoming overcast with heavy rain in early afternoon
clearing again; Temp 30C; alt 650m.

Game drive north bank of Murchison Falls NP in AM. Boat cruise to bottom of falls
on Nile River.

Cool at first becoming hot toward midday; afternoon clear and hot. Temp 30C;

alt 650m.

All day north bank Murchison Falls National Park.
Clear, sunny and hot all day. Temp 32C; alt 650m.

Left Murchison Falls NP for drive along Lake Albert edge to Butiaba escarpment;
then through Hoima and on to Entebbe. Evening check-in for Kenya Airways flight

to Nairobi and connection to London Heathrow.
Clear to partly cloudy with rain showers in afternoon. Temp 30C; alt 1,250m.

Arrive London Heathrow.
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CHECKLIST OF BIRDS SEEN DURING THE TOUR

No of days recorded
12hmeansseenonldayand 1=1-4
heard on 2 other days 2=5-9
3=10-99
4 =100+
h = heard only

Bold - regional specials

Birds seen 339, heard only 10, total (including heards for group) 349

SPECIES

White-breasted Cormorant
African Darter

Reed Cormorant
Hamerkop

Goliath Heron

Purple Heron

Grey Heron

Black-headed Heron
Yellow-billed Egret
Great [g. White] Egret
Little Egret

Cattle Egret

Squacco Heron
Green-backed Heron
White-backed Night-Heron
Little Bittern

African Spoonbill
African Sacred Ibis
Hadeda Ibis

Great White Pelican
Pink-backed Pelican
Shoebill

Marabou Stork
Saddle-billed Stork
African Openbill
Yellow-billed Stork
White-faced Duck
Egyptian Goose
Spur-winged Goose
Comb [knob-billed] Duck
Yellow-billed Duck
Black-shouldered Kite
Yellow-billed Kite
African Fish-Eagle
Palm-nut Vulture

Hooded Vulture
Lappet-faced Vulture
African White-backed Vulture

A NP OO PANPFPPRPPFPAENPEPORFRPPEANOOCREFPRPRPPEPNMNNOROPRPOOINOONDDPE

No of days
recorded

Abundance Scale (max. seen on 1 day)

Abundance SCIENTIFIC NAME

NP PRPRPWOAMRPRRPRPREPOWONRPER®WRL WWWWRRRPRRPRREPANRRWRERW®WERERDNDALN

scale

Phalacrocorax lucidus
Anhinga rufa
Phalacrocorax africanus
Scopus umbretta

Ardea goliath

Ardea purpurea

Ardea cinerea

Ardea melanocephala
Egretta intermedia
Egretta alba

Egretta garzetta
Bubulcus ibis

Ardeola ralloides
Butorides striatus
Gorsachius leuconotus
Ixobrychus minutus
Platalea alba
Threskiornis aethiopicus
Bostrychia hagedash
Pelecanus onocrotalus
Pelecanus rufescens
Balaeniceps rex
Leptoptilos crumeniferus
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis
Anastomus lamelligerus
Mycteria ibis
Dendrocygna viduata
Alopochen aegyptiacus
Plectropterus gambensis
Sarkidiornis melanotos
Anas undulata

Elanus caeruleus

Milvus aegyptius
Haliaeetus vocifer
Gypohierax angolensis
Necrosyrtes monachus
Torgos tracheliotus
Gyps africanus
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Rappell's Vulture
Brown Snake-Eagle
Bateleur

African Marsh-Harrier
African Harrier-Hawk [Gymnogene]
Lizard Buzzard

Gabar Goshawk

Dark Chanting Goshawk
Shikra

Steppe Buzzard

Augur Buzzard

Tawny Eagle
Wahlberg’s Eagle
Long-crested Eagle
African crowned Eagle
Common Kestrel
Red-necked Falcon
Grey Kestrel

Helmeted Guineafowl
Crested Francolin

Scaly Spurfowl
Heuglin's Spurfowl
Red-necked Spurfowl
Common Quail
Harlequin Quail
White-spotted Flufftail
African Crake

Black Crake

Grey Crowned Crane
Denham's Bustard
Black-bellied Bustard
African Jacana

Senegal Thick-knee
Water Thick-knee [Dikkop]
Rock Pratincole
Kittlitz’s Plover
Three-banded Plover
Long-toed Lapwing
Spur-winged Lapwing
Black-headed Lapwing
African Wattled Lapwing
Senegal [Lesser Black-winged] Lapwing
Brown-chested Lapwing
Black-winged Stilt
Black-tailed Godwit
Common Greenshank
Marsh Sandpiper

Ruff

Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Curlew Sandpiper

Little Stint

Grey-headed Gull
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Gyps rueppellii
Circaetus cinereus
Terathopius ecaudatus
Circus ranivorus
Polyboroides typus
Kaupifalco monogrammicus
Melierax gabar
Melierax metabates
Accipiter badius

Buteo vulpinus

Buteo augur

Aquila rapax

Aquila wahlbergi
Lophaetus occipitalis
Stephanoaetus coronatus
Falco tinnunculus rufescens
Falco chicquera

Falco ardosiaceus
Numida meleagris
Dendroperdix sephaena
Pternistes squamatus
Pternistes icterorhynchus
Pternistis afer

Coturnix coturnix
Coturnix delegorguei
Sarothrura pulchra
Crex egregia
Amaurornis flavirostris
Balearica regulorum
Neotis denhami
Eupodotis melanogaster
Actophilornis africanus
Burhinus senegalensis
Burhinus vermiculatus
Glareola nuchalis
Charadrius pecuarius
Charadrius tricollaris
Vanellus crassirostris
Vanellus spinosus
Vanellus tectus
Vanellus senegallus
Vanellus lugubris
Vanellus superciliosus
Himantopus himantopus
Limosa limosa

Tringa nebularia
Tringa stagnatilis
Philomachus pugnax
Tringa glareola

Actitis hypoleucos
Calidris ferruginea
Calidris minuta

Larus cirrocephalus



African Skimmer
Gull-billed Tern
White-winged Tern

Feral Pigeon

Speckled Pigeon

Afep Pigeon

Red-eyed Dove

African Mourning Dove
Ring-necked [Cape Turtle] Dove
Vinaceous Dove

Laughing Dove

African Green Pigeon
Black-billed Wood-Dove
Blue-spotted Wood-Dove
Tambourine Dove

Brown [Meyer's] Parrot
Great blue Turaco

Ross’s Turaco

Eastern Grey Plantain-Eater
Diderick Cuckoo

Klaas’s Cuckoo

African Emerald Cuckoo
Black-and-white [Jacobin] Cuckoo
Levaillant's [Striped] Cuckoo
Red-chested Cuckoo
African Cuckoo

Black Coucal

Blue [Yellowbill] Malkoha
White-browed Coucal
Blue-headed Coucal
African Palm Swift

Little Swift

White-rumped Swift
Sabine's Spinetail

Eurasian Swift

African Black Swift
Speckled Mousebird
Blue-naped Mousebird
Narina Trogon

Bar-tailed Trogon

Green Wood-Hoopoe
Black Scimitarbill
Common Scimitarbill
Shining-blue Kingfisher
Malachite Kingfisher
African Pygmy-Kingfisher
Chocolate-backed Kingfisher
Grey-headed Kingfisher
Blue-breasted Kingfisher
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher

Giant Kingfisher

Pied Kingfisher
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Rynchops flavirostris
Sterna nilotica
Chlidonias leucopterus
Columba livia
Columba guinea
Columba unicincta
Streptopelia semitorquata
Streptopelia decipiens
Streptopelia capicola
Streptopelia vinacea
Streptopelia senegalensis
Treron calva

Turtur abyssinicus
Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Poicephalus meyeri
Corythaeola cristata
Musophaga rossae
Crinifer zonurus
Chrysococcyx caprius
Chrysococcyx klaas
Chrysococcyx cupreus
Oxylophus jacobinus
Clamator levaillantii
Cuculus solitarius
Cuculus gularis
Centropus grillii
Ceuthmochares aereus
Centropus superciliosus
Centropus monachus
Cypsiurus parvus
Apus affinis

Apus caffer
Rhaphidura sabini
Apus apus

Apus barbatus

Colius striatus
Urocolius macrourus
Apaloderma narina
Apaloderma vittatum
Phoeniculus purpureus
Rhinopomastus aterrimus
Rhinopomastus cyanomelas
Alcedo quadribrachys
Alcedo cristata
Ispidina picta

Halcyon badia
Halcyon leucocephala
Halcyon malimbica
Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti
Megaceryle maxima
Ceryle rudis



Broad-billed Roller
Blue-throated Roller
Lilac-breasted Roller

Black Bee-eater

Northern Carmine Bee-eater
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater
Little Bee-eater
Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater
Red-throated Bee-eater
White-throated Bee-eater
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
Madagascar Bee-eater
European Bee-eater
Abyssinian Ground Hornbill
Crowned Hornbill

African Grey Hornbill
African Pied Hornbill
Black-and-white Casqued Hornbill
White-thighed Hornbill
Grey-throated Barbet
Speckled Tinkerbird
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird
Yellow-rumped [Golden-rumped] Tinkerbird
Yellow-throated [Green] Tinkerbird
Streaky-throated [Hairy-breasted] Barbet
Yellow-spotted Barbet
Spot-flanked Barbet
Black-billed Barbet
Double-toothed Barbet
Cardinal Woodpecker
Yellow-crested Woodpecker
Elliot’s Woodpecker
Rufous-naped Lark

Flappet Lark

Plain [Brown-throated] Martin
Banded Martin
White-headed Saw-wing
Black Saw-wing

Barn [European] Swallow
Angola swallow

Wire-tailed Swallow

Lesser striped Swallow
Red-rumped Swallow
African Pied Wagtail

Cape Wagtail

Mountain Wagtail
Yellow-throated Longclaw
Black Cuckoo-Shrike

Petit’s Cuckoo-Shrike
Fork-tailed Drongo
Black-headed Oriole
Western Black-headed Oriole
Piapiac
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Eurystomus glaucurus
Eurystomus gularis
Coracias caudata
Merops gularis

Merops nubicus

Merops hirundineus
Merops pusillus

Merops oreobates
Merops bulocki

Merops albicollis
Merops persicus
Merops superciliosus
Merops apiaster
Bucorvus abyssinicus
Tockus alboterminatus
Tockus nasutus

Tockus fasciatus
Bycanastes subcylindricus
Bycanastes cylindricus
Gymnobucco bonapartei
Pogoniulus scolopaceus
Pogoniulus chrysoconus
Pogoniulus bilineatus
Pogoniulus subsulphureus
Tricholaema hirsuta
Buccanodon duchaillui
Tricholaema lacrymosa
Lybius guifsobalito
Lybius bidentatus
Campethera fuscescens
Dendropicos xantholophus
Dendropicos ellioti
Mirafra africana
Mirafra rufocinnamomea
Riparia paludicola
Riparia cincta
Psalidoprocne albiceps
Psalidoprocne holomelas
Hirundo rustica
Hirundo angolensis
Hirundo smithii
Hirundo abyssinica
Hirundo daurica
Motacilla aguimp
Motacilla capensis
Motacilla clara
Macronyx croceus
Campephaga flava
Campephaga petiti
Dicrurus adsimilis
Oriolus larvatus
Oriolus brachyrhynchus
Ptilostomus afer



Pied Crow

Dusky Tit

Black-lored [Sharpe's] Babbler
Mountain Illadopsis
Dark-capped [Black-eyed] Bulbul
White-throated Greenbul
Cabanis's Greenbul
Yellow-whiskered Greenbul
Little Greenbul

Slender-billed Greenbul
Kakamega [Shelley's] Greenbul
Yellow-throated Leaf-love
Red-tailed Greenbul

Honeyguide Greenbul

Spotted Greenbul

Western Nicator

White-tailed Ant-Thrush

Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush
African Thrush

Grey-winged Robin-Chat
Red-capped Robin-Chat
White-browed [Heuglin's] Robin-Chat
Spotted Palm-Thrush

African Stonechat

Sooty Chat

Mocking Cliff-Chat

Moustached Grass-Warbler
Red-faced Woodland Warbler
Trilling Cisticola

Whistling Cisticola

Chubb’s Cisticola

Short-winged [Siffling] Cisticola
Foxy Cisticola

Rattling Cisticola

Winding Cisticola

Croaking Cisticola

Zitting Cisticola

Black-throated Apalis

Mountain masked [Black-faced] Apalis

Buff-throated Apalis

Grey Apalis

Tawny-flanked Prinia
Banded Prinia
White-chinned Prinia
Buff-bellied Warbler
Grey-capped Warbler
Rufous-crowned Eremomela
Lemon-bellied Crombec
White-browed Crombec
Green Hylia

Grey-backed Camaroptera
Olive-green Camaroptera
Black-faced Rufous Warbler
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Corvus albus

Parus funereus
Turdoides sharpei
Illadopsis pyrrhoptera
Pycnonotus tricolor
Phyllastrephus albigularis
Phyllastrephus cabanisi
Andropadus latirostris
Andropadus virens
Andropadus gracilirostris
Andropadus kakamegae
Chlorocichla flavicollis
Criniger calurus
Baeopogon indicator
Ixonotus guttatus
Nicator chloris
Neocossyphus poensis
Neocossyphus fraseri
Turdus pelios
Cossypha polioptera
Cossypha natalensis
Cossypha heuglini
Cichladusa guttata
Saxicola torquata
Myrmecocichla nigra

Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris

Melocichla mentalis
Phylloscopus laetus
Cisticola woosnami
Cisticola lateralis
Cisticola chubbi
Cisticola brachypterus
Cisticola troglodytes
Cisticola chiniana
Cisticola galactotes
Cisticola natalensis
Cisticola juncidis
Apalis jacksoni

Apalis personata
Apalis rufogularis
Apalis cinerea

Prinia subflava

Prinia bairdii

Prinia leucopogon
Phyllolais pulchella
Eminia lepida
Eremomela badiceps
Sylvietta denti
Sylvietta leucophrys
Hylia prasina
Camaroptera brevicaudata
Camaroptera chloronota
Bathmocercus rufus



Pale Flycatcher

White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher
Northern Black Flycatcher
Silverbird

Black-and-white [Vanga] Flycatcher
Cassin's [Grey] Flycatcher

Ashy [Blue-grey] Flycatcher
Swamp Flycatcher

African Dusky Flycatcher

Grey Tit-Flycatcher [Lead-coloured]
Grey-throated Tit-Flycatcher
African Paradise-Flycatcher
Red-bellied Paradise-Flycatcher
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher
Chestnut-capped Flycatcher

Ituri Batis

Black-headed Batis

Brown-throated [Scarlet-spectacled] Wattle-eye

Chestnut Wattle-eye

Grey-backed Fiscal

Mackinnon’s Fiscal

Common Fiscal

Northern Puffback
Brown-crowned [Three-streaked] Tchagra
Black-crowned Tchagra

Tropical Boubou

Black-headed Gonolek

Papyrus Gonolek

Lowland Sooty Boubou
Orange-breasted [Sulphur-br] Bush-Shrike
Splendid Starling

Lesser Blue-eared Starling
Ruppell's Starling

Violet-backed [Plum-coloured] Starling
Narrow-tailed Starling
Stuhlmann’s Starling

Wattled Starling

Yellow-billed Oxpecker

Bronze Sunbird

Copper Sunbird

Green-throated Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Blue-throated Brown Sunbird
Olive Sunbird

Little green Sunbird

Grey-chinned [Green] Sunbird
Collared Sunbird

Beautiful Sunbird

Red-chested Sunbird

Marico Sunbird

Purple-banded Sunbird
Olive-bellied Sunbird

Northern Double-collared Sunbird
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Bradornis pallidus
Melaenornis fischeri toruensis
Melaenornis edolioides
Empidornis semipartitus
Bias musicus

Muscicapa cassini
Muscicapa caerulescens
Muscicapa aquatica
Muscicapa adusta
Myioparus plumbeus
Myioparus griseigularis
Terpsiphone viridis
Terpsiphone rufiventer
Elminia albicauda
Erythrocercus mccallii
Batis ituriensis

Batis minor

Platysteira cyanea
Dyaphorophyyia castanea
Lanius excubitoroides
Lanius mackinnoni

Lanius collaris
Dryoscopus gambensis
Tchagra australis
Tchagra senegala
Laniarius aethiopicus
Laniarius erythrogaster
Laniarius mufumbiri
Laniarius leucorhynchus
Telophorus sulfureopectus
Lamprotornis splendidus
Lamprotornis chloropterus
Lamprotornis purpuropterus
Cinnyricinclus leucogaster
Poeoptera lugubris
Poeoptera stuhlmanni
Creatophora cinerea
Buphagus africanus
Nectarinia kilimensis
Cinnyris cuprea
Chalcomitra rubescens
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cyanomitra cyanolaema
Cyanomitra olivacea
Anthreptes seimundi
Anthreptes rectirostris
Hedydipna collaris
Cinnyris pulchella
Cinnyris erythrocerca
Cinnyris mariquensis
Cinnyris bifasciata
Cinnyris chloropygia
Cinnyris preussi



African Yellow White-eye
Rufous Sparrow

Northern Grey-headed Sparrow
Speckle-fronted Weaver
Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver
Golden [Holub's Golden] Weaver
Northern Brown-throated Weaver
Spectacled Weaver

Black-headed [Village] Weaver
Vitelline Masked Weaver

Lesser Masked Weaver
Slender-billed Weaver
Baglafecht Weaver

Black-necked Weaver
Yellow-backed Weaver

Vieillot's Black Weaver
Red-headed Malimbe

Red-billed Quelea

Northern Red Bishop
Black-winged Bishop

Black Bishop

Yellow-mantled Widowbird
Red-collared Widow

Fan-tailed [Red-shouldered] Widowbird

White-winged Widowbird
White-breasted Negrofinch
Grey-headed Negrofinch
Red-billed Firefinch
African Firefinch
Red-headed Bluebill
Bronze Mannikin
Black-and-white Mannikin
Magpie Mannikin
Red-cheeked Cordon-Bleu
Fawn-breasted Waxbill
Black-faced Waxbill
Crimson-rumped Waxbill
Black-rumped Waxbill
Common Waxbill
Black-crowned Waxbill
Pin-tailed Whydah

Yellow-fronted [Yellow-eyed] Canary

Brimstone [Bully] Canary
Western Citril

Thick-billed Seedeater
Cinnamon-breasted Rock Bunting

Mammal species

Chimpanzee

Mountain Gorilla

Guereza (Black-and-white) Colobus
Olive Baboon

Grey-cheeked Mangabey
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Zosterops senegalensis
Passer rufocinctus
Passer griseus
Sporopipes frontalis
Plocepasser superciliosus
Ploceus xanthops
Ploceus castanops
Ploceus ocularis
Ploceus cucullatus
Ploceus velatus
Ploceus intermedius
Ploceus pelzelni
Ploceus baglafecht
Ploceus nigricollis
Ploceus melanocephalus
Ploceus nigerrimus
Malimbus rubricollis
Quelea quelea
Euplectes franciscanus
Euplectes hordeaceus
Euplectes gierowii
Euplectes macrourus
Euplectes ardens
Euplectes axillaris
Euplectes albonotatus
Nigrita fusconotus
Nigrita canicapilla
Lagonosticta senegala
Lagonosticta rubricata
Spermophaga ruficapilla
Lonchura cucullata
Spermestes bicolor
Spermestes fringilloides
Uraeginthus bengalus
Estrilda paludicola
Estrilda erythronotus
Estrilda rhodopyga
Estrilda troglodytes
Estrilda astrild
Estrilda nonnula
Vidua macroura
Serinus mozambicus
Serinus sulphuratus
Serinus frontalis
Serinus burtoni
Emberiza tahapisi

Pan troglodytes
Gorilla gorilla
Colobus guereza
Papio anubis
Lophocebus albigena



Patas Monkey

Vervet Monkey
L'hoest's Monkey

Blue (gentle) Monkey
Red-tailed Monkey
Epauletted Fruit Bat
Yellow-winged Bat
Striped Ground Squirrel
Alexander's Dwarf Squirrel
Red-legged Sun Squirrel
Unstriped Grass Rat
Egyptian Mongoose
Slender Mongoose
Banded Mongoose
Spotted Hyaena
Leopard

Lion

African Elephant
Hippopotamus
Warthog

Rothschild's Giraffe
African Buffalo
Bushbuck

Sitatunga

Oribi

Uganda Kob

Defassa Waterbuck
Topi

Jackson's Hartebeest

Reptile species

Tropical House Gecko
Blue-headed Tree Agama
Red-headed Rock Agama
Water Monitor Lizard
Nile Crocodile
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This list represents those birds and other animals as seen by party members of the tour.

© Ornitholidays
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Cercopithecus patas
Cercopithecus aethiops
Cercopithecus I'hoesti
Cercopithecus mitis
Cercopithecus ascanius
Epomorphus wahlbergi
Lavia frons

Euxerus erythropus
Paraxerus alexandri
Heliosciurus rufobrachium
Arvicanthis sp

Herpestes ichneumon
Herpestes sanguinea
Mungos mungo

Crocuta crocuta
Panthera pardalis
Panthera leo

Loxodonto africana
Hippopotomus amphibius
Phacochoerus africanus
Giraffa camelopardalis
Syncerus caffer
Tragelaphus scriptus
Tragelaphus scriptus
Ourebia ourebi

Adenota kob

Kobus e. defassa
Damaliscus lunatus jimela
Alcelaphus b. lelweli

Hemidactyus mabouia
Acanthocerus atricollis
Agama agama
Varanus niloticus
Crocodylus niloticus



Red-throated Bee-eater

Murchison Falls

Ishasha Camp Route of tour

All photographs © lan Davidson
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